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Source of Data: AL eCrash 
(Data element was not in pCrash) 
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88,741 

Crashes 



Primary Contributing Circumstance 

90+ Codes are grouped into 8 categories:  

• General Causes  

• Specific Driver Actions  

• Failed to Yield Right-of-Way  

• Inattentive/Distracted by … 

• Other Improper Driver Action 

• No Improper Driving Action  

• Pedestrian Actions  

• Other/Unknown  

 



Inattentive/Distracted by … 

• Distracted by Electronic Communication Device  

• Distracted by Use of Other Electronic Device 

• Other Distraction Inside the Vehicle 

• Other Distraction Outside the Vehicle 

• Distracted by Passenger * 

• Distracted by Fallen Object* 

• Fatigued/Asleep* 

• Distracted by Insect/Reptile*  

             * Not in MMUCC (2008) 

 



Primary Contributing Circumstance 

 

Other Variables that Use PCC Codes: 

 

Unit Contributing Circumstance 

for each unit 

 

 

 

 



PCC “Distracted” Codes 

Percentage is of  all 88,741 eCrash Records 

For Entire Crash 

For the Causal Unit 



 

Red = Proportion of 1,466 DED Crashes 

Blue = Proportion of non-DED Crashes 

32  



 

Rear End 

Single Vehicle Crash (all types) 



 

Rural is 28% Higher than Expected 



 

Intersection Related: 

Less than 70% of Expected 



 

County Roads Over 40% More than Expected 

           Municipal Roads are 22% Less than Expected 

                   All Others as Expected  

Interstate Municipal Priv. Prop. Federal    State    County  



 

Mid-Range Over-Representation 

25-50 MPH 



 

Indication of Higher Severity 



 

Single Vehicle Crashes 

29% Higher than Expected 



 

More than expected: 

     PM Rush Hour 

    and 8 PM-1 AM 



 

Slight (8%) Over-Representation 

Probably Due to Increased Cell Phone Use 

     When Closer to Home 



 

No Significant Gender Difference 



 

Fatal Crashes in Subset this Size: 

     Expected: 11 

     Actual:        3 



Low- of No-Significance Factors 

• Gender and Injury Severity 

• Number Injured 

• Bad Weather 

• Alcohol Involvement 

• Day of the Week; Month 

• Roadway Curvature/Grade; Except Down and Left 

• CMV Quite Low (30)* < Half of the Expected 

• Roadway Defects (7)*;  Workzones (6)* 

• School Bus Caused (2)* 

• Pedestrians (4)*; Bicyclists (2)*  
 

             * (Of 1466 “Distracted by Electronic Device” Crashes) 

 



Recommendations 

• Make Distractions a Separate Variable 

• Additional Training of Officers 

– Include it in UnitCC if not PCC 

– Clues, Other than Driver Statements 

• Legislation to Obtain Phone Records 

– For all Fatal Crashes 

– For all Injury Crashes Above Threshold 

– Without Warrant 

– Get These Data Into Crash Records 

 


